.7 DECISIORN

'THE COMBPTRL LER GENERAL
OF THE UNITE3 STATER

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548

FILE: DATE: ' -« L .

B-~104676 o Q7723
MATTER OF:
Dale ©, Hoore-leloczation Iunenses~time limitction
on novenrnznt of houschold goods end psrscnal effccts,
DIGEST:
chlcyue separated éh Alaske be
édicobility ray not be reimbur
exXpInses incurred in transnor
hougehiold gouds and p r,\.“scns..l el
the continental Ualted States uf
expiration of the 2-year period of 11:1—
tation, as proscribed by scetion l.5a(2)
of OB Circular Koo A-56, end section
2-1,5a (2) of FFil 101-7,

This motter is before us based on e reguest dated August 3,
1675, for an cdvence dacision from H. I. Couynr, a certifying
officer with the Small Zusiness Adminlstraticn (5BA) o3 to the
propricty of reiuvhbursing lir. Pale R, licore f~1 the transportation
¢f houschold goods end perseaal effects frem Auchorane, Alaszia to
Unatilla, Urepon,.

S A

There sre mo material dlsputes of {ect znve}wed
Hr, Hoore was amployed as & lOﬁ specialist st the
Alaska office cof the &mall Eusinos ‘dm niccration ‘rnn

to July 1971 &t vhich time he rocelved a u.ugailxry cetivensnt

due to & degonarative comditio of & hip., The Scattle Regicmal
OSfice of the 33A {zsued @ travel thorizetlion dz'“u Jﬁ.k l, ?71,
for the veturn of lir, livore, his wife 1ol g Latut

L ...\.
is ﬁlace GE

~

upen cor@lctLOﬁ of his
official resicdence at U

Umatilla, Oragon.  Hre oo &7 its Cid return Lo
Uaited States at Goverwawent exnpense during the sumter of 1971,

The travel order stated that expoenses for transportation of house-
hold pocds aund personal effecte wi ba authorized at & later date,

Mr, Moore was trecated for joint disease end rocelved a hip
replacement in the coentinental United States, prior to rzturaing
to Alasha with the obiective ¢f securing employmant., Tha file
contalns & letier dated June 5, 19753, in which OUr. Robert I. fraser

gtates that Liz has sdvised My, Moore to leave Alaska ia order to

benafit from & warner climate.

In view of tha cdoctor's advice,

Mr, Moore has now requcsted the SBA to authorize payment for the



B-184676

transportation of his household goods and personal effects to
the continental United States.

Under the provisions of 5 U,S.C. 8 5724(d) which incorporates
by reference 5 U.S.C. & 5722(a), the President may prescribe
regulations governing the payment of travel and transportation
expenses of employees and their immediate families Y at 3¢ from
the place of actual residence at the time of appointment to the
place of employment cutside the continental United States, and
% % % these expenses on the return of an employce from his post
of duty outside the continental United States to the place of
his actual residence at the time of assignment to duty outside
the United States,"

Section 2~1,5a (2) of the Federal Travel Regulations (FPMR 101-7)
provides in pertinent parts -

% % % All travel, including that for the
jumediate family, and transportation, in-

cludinsr that for houschold goods allowed
£ U'.-la-&hb [SY¥S &y * -k MV O LW LN B\JV\JD b ode LW DAL

under these regulations, shall be accom-
plished as soon as possible., The maximum
time for beginning allowable travel and
transportation shall not exceed 2 years
from the effective date of the employee's
transfer or appointment % ¥ %'

Similiar provisions are contained in section 1.3d, OMB Circular
NO. A-560

These regulations provide that a condition of eligibility
for reimbursement of relocation expenses is that all travel and
transportation must commence during the period not exceeding 2
years from the date of transfer or termination of tour of duty.
The governing regulations have throughout the period in question,
contained a similiar condition., B-173783, August 28, 1973,

The 2-year period of limitation cited above is a valid
regulation issued pursuant to statutory authority which has the
force and effect of law and may not be waived or modified by our
Office, See 49 Comp. Gen. 145 (1969).
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Accordingly, Mr., Moore would not be entitled to have his
household goods transported back to the continental United States

at Government expense.

Comptroller General
of the United States





